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The DNA Bank has been set up to look for genetic susceptibility  
to all forms of Motor Neuron Disease. 

 Lorel Adams, Manager 
   Dr Roger Pamphlett, Supervisor 
                                             The Bank is funded by an NHMRC enabling grant 
                                                           and is located at the University of Sydney 

Results in finding new genes 
 
The SOD1 gene variant was identified as a  
cause of MND  over 15 years ago, and for many 
years since then various suspected genetic causes  
have been investigated. Last year TDP43 was 
identified as another causative gene, this year  
FUS was identified, and several other genes are  
currently being scrutinized Ð wait for the 
announcements! 
With whole genome scanning becoming more  
accessible to researchers, real progress is being  
made in finding the causes of  MND in all people.  
 
Then research will be able to focus on gene  
therapies to treat this disease. 
 
These are some of the genes that have been  
studied so far, using DNA from the Bank: 
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Progress with DNA collection 
 
We now have over 2500 samples in the Bank, 
so are well on the way to our target of 1000 
people with MND, and control samples to 
match these, by early 2011. 
 
During the next year we need help to collect 
blood samples and questionnaires from: 

¥ 200 people with MND 
¥ identical twins of people with MND 
¥ both parents of people with sporadic 

MND 
¥ all family members of people with 

familial MND  
¥ 90 men over 50 years of age with no 

family history of MND 
¥ 30 women over  75 years of age with 

no family history of MND 
 
For people diagnosed with MND, there is so 
much happening, that participation in research 
may seem too much to manage. 
 
Just a phone call (02 9036 5456) or email 
(dnamnd@med.usyd.edu.au) is all it takes. 
I can post the questionnaire with a reply 
envelope, or do the questionnaire over the 
phone. I can arrange for you to have a blood 
sample taken locally, in your home if needed. 
There is no cost to you. 
Please help to find the cause of MND, 

Lorel 


